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■ The Executive 
Director of KEC has 
sent a letter of 
condolences for the 
belated Kosovo 
President Dr. Ibrahim 
Rugova to the 
Assembly President 
Academician Nexhat 
Daci. In this regard the 
letter states:  
 
"Possessing the virtues 
of a visionary 

statesman, President Rugova managed to 
mobilize all the national potential towards 
liberation from the occupation that has lasted 
for centuries, and succeeded to orient this 
potential towards building a free and 
democratic society. President Rugova 
devoted all His life to Kosova, therefore the 
Kosovar institutions are indebted to Him to 
implement His vision as well as the will of 
all people of Kosova for an independent 
Kosovar state integrated in Europe." 

 
 

MEETING OF THE KEC STEERING 
BOARD  

 
■ The meeting of the Kosovo Education 
Center Steering Board was held on January 
17th. The Board discussed and approved the 
activity report for the year 2005,  and in 
addition endorsed the strategic action plan of 
KEC for the period from 2006-2008.  

The KEC strategic objectives for the period 
from 2006-08 are: 

1. To include agents of positive 
changes within education and driving 
forces of sustainable social and 
economic change who will 
participate in training programs;                                                  

2. To ensure functional dissemination 
of information towards innovative 
approaches and reforms in education 
and society; 

3. To build inner capacities with the 
purpose of satisfying the real needs 
of the market; 

4. To ensure fundamental requirements 
for implementation and growth of 
the non-profit activities of KEC; 

5. To build sustainable partnerships 
with local and international 
organizations and institutions.          

There are activities specified for every 
strategic objective which correspond with 
the activity timetable and with responsible 
persons for their implementation. There is 
also a monitoring system aiming the 
monitoring and evaluation of the strategy. 
The new organizational scheme of KEC is 
presented as well. 
 
 

EDUCATION PARTICIPATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT - EPIP 

 
■ The planning process of school projects 
has been intensified in about 100 elementary 
and secondary schools that will benefit from 
the World Bank funds. These projects focus 
on means of improving the education 
participation and decreasing the school 
abandonment. The project planning is 
completed by the school councils assisted as 
well by the KEC staff. The projects are 
expected to be discussed by the Commission 
for the School Grants Approval at the 
beginning of February.       
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PRE-UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 
STRATEGY    

 
■ Within the framework of the process of 
strategy development of the pre-university 
education for 2007-2017, at the end of 
December 2005, KEC has organized a one-
day workshop in seven regions with about 20 
participants for each region. These 
workshops aimed to analyze strengths and 

weaknesses of the education system from the 
regional participants’ point of view. The 
workshop timetable was prepared in 
cooperation with the Regional Officer for 
Education Development (ROED). The list of 
participants was prepared having in mind the 
realistic participation of all stakeholders, 
including the minority group representatives. 
The workshops in Pejë and Prizren offered 
translation in languages of the region. The 
workshops were held at the Didactical 
Centers or in premises recommended by 
ROED. The report about these workshops 
was presented to the Council of Experts for 
Pre-university Education (CEPE), 
established by MEST.            
 

 
GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP 

IN EDUCATION 
 

■ The memorandum of agreement was 
signed between the Canadian Project for the 
Development of the Kosovo Educators 
(KEDP), MEST and KEC-it for transferring 
in KEC the Program of education leadership 
developed by KEDP. According to this 
agreement, KEDP transfers all modules and 
materials prepared within this training 
program in KEC, whereas KEC is obliged to 
offer trainings within this program, in 
accordance with the needs of the system of 
education.     

“EDUCATION AGAINST 
CORRUPTION” PROJECT STARTS       

 
■ The project “Education against corruption” 
started with the signing of the contract 
between KEC and the Balkan Trust for 
Democracy (BTD). This project intends to 
raise awareness among citizens on 
corruption and ways of combating it by 
building the capacity of teachers for 
educating on anti-corruption issues, and by 
providing a model for anti-corruption 
mechanisms in education institutions. It is 
expected that the project will initiate anti-
corruption activities within the education 
system in Kosovo contributing to the 
promotion of active citizenship in Kosovo. 
In cooperation with partners from the 
International Network of RWCT, the 
preparation of the handbook for teacher 
training has started, as the initial activity of 
this project.                                  
The project is financed by German Marshall 
Fund and the Swedish International 
Development Agency (SIDA). 

 
 

RESEARCH ON THE QUALITY OF 
BASIC EDUCATION   

 
■ Kosovo Education Center initiated the 
research on the quality of the Kosovo basic 
education. The research team will 
concentrate on the quality of the working 
environment, curricula, textbooks as well as 
the teaching quality. After gathering and 
processing the data, an all-inclusive report 
will be drafted as the starting point for 
organizing a wider discussion on the quality 
of Kosovo basic education and the impact of 
this quality on the results of learning.                     
 

 
READING AND WRITING FOR 
CRITICAL THINKING – RWCT  

 
■ During January, 29 teachers from the 
Mitrovica friendly schools completed the 
RWCT training. By attending regularly the 
training sessions, by being monitored within 
their classrooms and by preparing files of the 
pupils’ work, they have fulfilled all requests 
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for certification as RWCT participants. The 
training of these teachers was organized in 
cooperation with UNICEF and the Mitrovica 
Regional Office, whereas their certification 
will take place at the end of this month. 
 
■ During this month, the RWCT program 
completed the training of 30 Bosnian 
teachers from the Prizren area. Their training 
resulted as cooperation between KEC and 
the Kosovo Reading Association. This is the 
third training session of the Bosnian teachers 
in Kosovo conducted in their mother tongue 
(the 8 handbooks distributed within this 
program were also in Bosnian language). 
The certification of these teachers will take 
place at the beginning of February, when the 
total number of the certified Bosnian 
teachers will have increased up to 90.                               
  
■ KEC in cooperation with the Municipal 
Education Directorate (MED) in Prishtina 
has trained 80 teachers of the Prishtina 
region (2 groups). These groups participated 
in the fourth seminar of the RWCT program 
titled “Techniques for critical thinking 
development” which was organized from 28-
29 January 2006 at the premises of the 
elementary school “Faik Konica”. At the end 
of this seminar the teachers were informed 
for the monitoring process that will be 
conducted in their classrooms by the 
program trainers, in order to observe the 
level of pupils’ activity during the 
implementation of RWCT techniques within 
the classroom.                                                              

 
 

EDUCATION FOR 
HUMAN/CHILDREN RIGHTS      

 
■ During January 2006 there was a total of 
11 training days conducted by the program 
staff responsible for the monitoring of the 
training. The certification of five groups of 
participants of the training “Advisors for 

children rights protection” took place at the 
respective groups as following:  Ferizaj-1, 
Kaçanik-1, Peja-1 and Prizren-2. 
 
■ The biggest number of certified Bosnian 
teachers comes from Peja whereas Prizren is 

distinguished with the big number of Turkish 
teachers. The total number of certified 
teachers during January is 109. 

■ The action plan for 2006 was prepared 
during this month including the ways of 
coordination of activities within the 
preparation of the National Strategy of 
Kosovo Children. This action plan was sent 
to MEST and to organizations which are 
active in Children Rights, in accordance with 
the recommendation of the MEST meeting 
from 20.01.2006  
 
 
The project of “Empowering the 
professional development of teachers 
and the practice of teaching and 
learning in countries of South Eastern 
Europe” 
 
■ From 19 to 20 January 2006, within the 
frameworks of the project  “Empowering the 
professional development of teachers and the 
practice of teaching and learning in countries 
of South Eastern Europe”, Kosovo 
Education Center (KEC) in cooperation with 
MEST, Prishtina University and KEDP 
organized two round tables with MEST 
officials, UP professors, NGO 
representatives and teachers, who were 
informed about the results of the research 
activities in Kosovo on analyzing the system 
of teacher education and training. The round 
tables were organized in Prishtinë and 
Gjakovë, where the research results were 
presented and many opinions were expressed 
by participants regarding various education 
issues in Kosovo. The national report on this 
research including the recommendations of 
the round tables will be presented by KEC 
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officials in the meeting organized by SEE 
ECN in Podgorica from 4-5 February 2006.    
 
■ The project “Empowering the professional 
development of teachers and the practice of 
teaching and learning in countries of South 
Eastern Europe” is initiated by the Study 
Center for Education Policies in Slovenia 
and is being implemented in 11 European 
countries including Kosovo. This project 
aims the analyses of the teacher education 
system within Higher Education institutions, 
as well as the analysis of the in-service 
training system.                                                   
 
 
STEP BY STEP 
 
During this month there were two advanced 
training sessions for educators who work at 
pre-school classes within primary schools. 
The participants were chosen from 
municipalities of Gjilan and Ferizaj. These 
two trainings as well as the third one to be 
organized during the next month are 
conducted in cooperation with Save the 
Children. The two training sessions enabled 
the certification of 40 educators. The trained 
educators from the Gjilan region have been 
monitored during this month, whereas the 
monitoring of the trainees from the Ferizaj 
region is about to start. The selection of 
monitored trainees was done by Save the 
Children.  
 
On January 13th a meeting was held with 
persons in charge for the monitoring of the 
activities within the primary schools that 
implement the Step by Step methodology. 
This was the final meeting for the previous 
year which introduced a working strategy for 
the continuation of the next year monitoring 
process. 
 
On January 1st within the premises of KEC, 
a meeting was held with contact persons of 
kindergartens implementing the Step by Step 
strategy. The topics discussed in these 
meeting encompassed: Planning of work 

with children for the next five months and 
cooperation with family members. It was 
agreed that in the next meeting educators 

will give presentations on the discussed 
issues.                              

 
 

NEW KEC WEB-PAGE     
 

■ The new official web-page of the Kosovo 
Education Center (KEC) has been launched 
after a period of reconstruction: www.kec-
ks.org. Within a new format, the web-page 
contains information on all programs and 
activities of KEC.  Our internet page is a 
good opportunity for all those who are 
interested to cooperate with us, for teachers, 
for those who want to be trained, for the 
media, etc. – by offering close information 
about the KEC work and about the Kosovo 
education developments in general. At the 
moment this internet page is available in 
Albanian. 

 
 

 
Prepared by: Gëzim Krasniqi 

 
 


